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The Transvaal Rover Conference
has been the big event of the month in
Transvaal Rovering and I am sure that
all who attended were in no way dis-
-apgointed with the way things urned
out. The camping site was ideal with
pleasant surroundings and well shelter-
ed, the spirit of tﬁe whole gathering
was a %ood healthy one, the discussions
were ol a high standard and every one
went away convinced that Rovering in the
Transvaal was still able to hold its own.

I wish to thank a2ll those who
attended for having made it the success
it was, also those Rovers who placed
their cars at the disposal of others
unable to obtain transport. The Premier
Mine Company also figure in this list
for their kgﬁd permission to use the

round. Witbank deserves praise for

aving found Bronkhorstspruit and put

it on the Rover map; all who assisted
may be assured that their efforts are
fully appreciated. Last but by no means
leas¥ we have to thank R/L A, Nimmo for
the good work he put into the camp fire
and the menner in which he discharged
the duties of chairman of the Conference.
Tactfulness is a great thing in any
chairman and "Skip" ably showed that he
was not lacking in thatb.

To those who were unable to attend
I can only hope ths% will be at the next
camp we have = for believe it or not
we're going to have another soon.

i comprehensive report of the
Conference follows this column. Should
any crew desire fuller details on the
papers; The Missi Link between Scout
end Rover; A Rover Crew is merelg a
Scouter's Nursery or Set Standards for
Rovers please send in your neme end some-
thing will be done about it.

It is gratifying to note that a
Transvaal Rover Executive Council has
been formed for the purpose of obtaining
closer co-operation between the Rover
Crews of the Transvaal. All deliberations
and decisions arrived at b¥ tho T.R.E.C.
will be published in Veld Trails.

Thorec is an important matter to
take note of this month. Onc of tho cars
from the Conferonce was involved in an
acoldont at Johannesburg at 8.45 p.m.
A black briof caso containing the list
of subscribers to Veld Trails disappeared.
This was the on1¥ copy of names available.
Every attempt will bo made from various
sources to post every subsecriber his
copy but in case some are loft out please
%G in touch with me or M. Van Biens,
- 0. Box 6687, Johanmesburg, and your
copy will be posted on immﬂsiately.
Please spread this around.
One lastthing. To make sure of
gour 1939 copies send in your subseription
efore 24th December, 1955.

Yours faithfﬂily;.
A. ROBERTSON.
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1ST TRANSVAAL ROVER CONFERENCE.

SUNDAY 13TH.

Tho day dawned bright and clear. By
7,30 most of the fellows were busy
greparinv breakfast after a refreshing
ip in the Wilge River.
At 9.25 the crews gathered in a sha
spot and the proceedings opened b{ the
%athoring saluting the flag. Bellevue
rew then lead the Rover's .
Af'ter this the Conference settled down
to business. The first paper read
St. Patrick's = The Missing Link between
Scout and Rover -~ dealt with the age-old
Eroblem of how to keep the boys from the
roop interested in Scouting until the
hod reached Rover age. The question o¥
getting the new recruit to feel at home
when admitted caused a deal of discussim.
The Sonior Patrol method came in for
some criticism as well as the suggeostion
that Rovers should beccme friendly with °
prospective members by becoming Badge
Bxaminers., It was suggested, amongst



other things, that reoruits should ocome up
to the orew & group go ag to have friends
of thelr own age and stand in the crew

and thus obviate an
liness or inferiority complex. One very
strong point brought up was that Rovers
should act as examplos to the new recruit.
It was a shock to many a young lad co
up from the troop, imbued with the ideal
and spirit of the Tenth Scout Law, to find
Rovers discussing sex and womon ond swear-
ing freely. This obviously took away some
of the glamour of Rovering and the boy
classed Rovers, not as the %rown up Scouts
of the Movement, but "just liks other
blokes." Rovers should pay more attention
to this and try by their own example to
help the new recruit along. In concluding
the discussion the chairman suggested
that St. Patrick's report through the
medium of Veld Trails the result of their
own experiences with the Senior Patrol idea.

A wide game organised by Orange Grove
now held the attention of the conférence
who were split up into four patrols.
Signalling and fire-lighting played an
important part in this game.

Upon resumption the chairmen welcomed
Mr. R. B. Hogg, D/C for Rovers. Mr. Hogg
replied and expressed the hope that the
Conference would result in some constructive
efforts being made to place Rovering in
this province on a sounder footing.

S Van Biene (Parkview) then read a
peper outlining a scheme for closer co-
ogeration amongst Rover crews. Consider=
able discussion followed and eventually
it was pro§osed by Van Biene that a

suggostion of lonc-

Transvaal Rover Executive Committee be
formed as outlined, This wes seconded by
R/imPayne Brakpanj.

A break for tea was taken atthis point.

Upon continuing representatives were
elected from each cfow to attend the
meetings of the committee. The following
names wer¢ put forward and accepted:
Pretoria ?Hgtfield : S, Lowe with M.Rogan
of Johannesburg as al ernativg.

East Rand: A6 A. Payne (Brakpan).
Witbank: R/L Glen with A, Hartley of
Johanmnesburg as alternative.

Crown Mines: V. Goodwin.

Orange Grove: R. Eagar.

Parkview: R. Smith.

St. Patrick's:D. Toner.

S3t. Andrew's: To come.

Bellevue: A. Hall.
A. Nimmo was unanimously elected ag

chairman of the committee, and Veld Trails
was recognised as the mou%hpiece of the
council. )
Lunch interval terminated this session.
St. Andrew's commenced the afternoon
session at 2.15 with a paper on "There is
too much clique-ism in Rovering." This
paper by one of the new crews was well

2.

eceived but owing to this subject
ﬁaﬂng crogped up in another discuseion
it was felt that no good purpose would
bo sorved by her discussion.

Protoria (Hatfield) provided an
intercsting sidelight on Rover services
by doseribing and passing round photo=

ragha of Boer War greves maintained

%y hem. The marked contrasts of the
graves in their old state and after
clecaring told of much hard work put into
this service. It interested the
Conference to know that thers were 65
military cemotries receiving the atten-
tion of this erew's services which must
ronk highly in the list of Good Deeds
done by Pretoria.

Orange Grove created discussion on
the subject "A Royer Crow is merely a
Scouter's Nursery" in which the question
as to whether a warranted Scouter should
be an active member of the orew came up.

Parkview's Eager - read at short
notice by a substitute on account of
the writer!s gbsence - caused animated
discussion. This paper - Set Standards
for Rovers =~ held Ehat Rovers should
have tests laid down as for Scouts. Suct
tests were detailed in the paper but
the goneral opinion of the mecting was
that it would be most difficult to set
standards of efficiency for Rovers.

This paper concluded the Conference
the flag being lowered to the singing of
the National Anthem.

Within a short time tents were
pecked and cars ready to depart in their
several directions.

A sub-committee called upon Mr.

H. W. L. Rayner and thanked him on the
Conference's behalf for the kindness

of the Promier Mine Company's in allow=-
ing us to use the site.

At 5.30 the spot was deserted and
only the blackened remains of several
camp fires testified to the First
Tronsvaal Rover Conference's stay at
Bronkhorstspruit.
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Veld Trails acknowledges with thanks
receipt of a donation of £1.0.0. from
Brekpan Onoway Crew towards the upkeep
of Veld Trails.

TO ALL WHO WILL NOT GET
THE CHRISTMAS NUMBER
IN TIME.

Veld Trails extends its
a Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.

ood wishes for
appy and



CONFERENCE ROVERS IN
MOTOR SMASH.

One of the ecars ocarrying throe

Parkview Rovers was involved in a motor
smash on the corner of Louis Botha
Avenue and Louis Road, Orange Grove, on
Sundey night at 8.45 p.m. The threc
occupants were M., Van Bienc, I. Kennett
and J. Warden end they were returning
from the Rover Confercncc held during
the week end. It appears that at the
cross road another car crashed into the
Rover's small Morris +turning it round
several times. Van Biene escaped un-
hurt, but Kennett and Werder sustained
injuries, and werc talzen to the Goneral
Hospital where Kennett was cotained with
broken ribs and injuries to the back.
The car was totally wrecked.

Our sympathies FO to fIke' on
his mishap end we wish him a specdy
recovery.

Any Rover visiting the hospital
moy see !'lIke' in Ward No. 4, Bed 18.
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A TRANSVAAL ROVER EXECUTIVE
COMMITTER =

Read at the Confcrence
by R/S M, Van Biene.

Most of you are no doubt awarc of
the formation of thc Scouters Represen-
tative Committee which was formed at a
Scouter!s Conference held some months
back. As a result of this Association

- Ce for Scouters was held
gtwgg%wg?g, %%gre o resolution was
Eassed to the effect thal; the Scouters

epresontative Committee should conbtinue
to exigt and that it shouvld aonsist of
three Scoutoers from each dissrist
representing the three branches of the
movement .

From the Rovers point of view,
theoretically speaking, s would have
about 8 men represcenting Rovering in
the Transvaal. You may sav wo are
therefore wasting our time i that we
already have a committec looking after
Divisional efforts for Rovers.

I might say that pcersonally
speaking I do not thiak that this is
going to help Roveringz very much. Let
me put forward my reasons:

1. Most Districts hold Scouters
Meetings. At theso meetings the
Scouters swap ideas etc., ©%e., and,
come to definitc conclusions regarding
the policy, activitiesz etc., of the
distriet. It is then a simple matbber

O

for this District Scouters! meeting to
pass on its ideas through any onc member
who, in this case, would be the Scouters
represenvative on the Transvaal Scouters
Representative Committee.

Now what district can say that
they are rumning a Rover leaders Council
Mocting =~ None - because there are not
enough crows in each district to warrant
such a meeting. Any meetings between
R/Ls, Rovers and Crews is left entirely
to_the initiative of the Rovers them-
selves and agparentl¥ Rovers are shy -
hence no moetings. Therefore if some
Rover or R/L is selected to represent
his district it will be found %hat he
cannot express the true oginion of all
the Rovers in his district for, as I
explained, heo will probably never have
mes all the Rovers in his gistrict and
probably never will.

You will see thorefore that the
only use “ae Rover Representatives will
have on this Committeo will be to
stand by for jobs of Setf'vice for the
two other brenches of the movement.

. 2+ The activities, problems and
training of Rovers is vastly different
from that of Cubs or Scouts. These two
are cleusely aliied and for a more or
loss conbinuous training. Admittedly
the fundimentals arc the same. Wo
have the seme laws and promise. We
have the samo moral code of service and
helpfulness, and we are in the same
brotherhood of the open air. But, and
what a bub, lcok at our ectivities. -
Badge system, we have none, while both
Scouts and Cubs have a complete system
cn porallel lires., Programmes, how
vastly different. The set programmes
of the pack and the troop and the
elastic programme of a Crew. Games ~
the well thou%ht out games, training
Scoute ond Cubs in character, build
them un montelly, morally and physiéﬁ%ly
- whils gomes played by Kovers are
usually orute strongth and sre there in
the progromme simply for recreation.

You might say thoe sections must work
togother. Do Universities, which cater
for young mon of about the same age as
Rovers, mix with High Schools which
corrospond with the Scout Age? No is
the answer. Un the other hand Primary
Schools which cover the Cub age co-
operate o a large oxbtent with the High
Schoole.

The University system of teaching
is vastly different from the High School
which on the other hand is exactly the
game as the Primary School system.
Exactly so in Scouting - Rover traini
diffiers Ircm Scoubing while Scouting
and Cubbing are run on parallel lines.

I concluds this paragraph by saying that



Rover Problems, Activities etc., are so
vast1¥ different from Scouting and Cubbing
that it is essential that an entirely
separate bod{ be formed to reprccont
Rovering in the Transvaal, although no
harm can be done b
gsentatives on The
Committee.

3. Certain Rover problems, and these
are quite obvious, do not bear discussion
in the Comgany of Lady Cubbers.

It will be seen from the above three
Egints, and this by ho means exhausts the

i

still having repre-
couters Representative

st of reasons against the present system,

that as far as Rovering is concerned no

good will be gained by allowirg the Trans-
vaal Scouters Representative Committee to

act as the controlling body for Rovers in

the Division.,

It is my firm belief that the stronger
force Rovering becomes in the Division,
the stronger will Scouting as a whole
become. If Rovering was & force 10 times
as strong as it is Scouters would have
no difficulties with older Scouts being
lost to the movement. Commissioners
would have no difficulty in looking for
officers etc., etc,

I further believe very firaly that
the only way in which Rovering can rise
to become a power in Scouting is by
having some controlling bodz representing
all crews in the Division, this body
to have full constitutional powers and
backed by Divisional Scout Council.

I shall endeavour to outline to you
my ildeas resarding the conctitution,
powers and duties of such a Council.

1. The Council shall be c...led the
"Transvaal Rover Executive Council”.

2. The Counecil shall consist of one
representative from each crew in the
Division, not necessarily Rover Leaders.
In the case of country crews a deputy
or nominee may be aggoinﬁed who is
resident in the particular town where the
meetings will be held.

3. The Council, as such, shall meet
for Ordinary Meetings once overy month,
but further meetings called "Spocial
Meetings" may be held as aad wica nocess-

oy 4., The Council chall appcint sub-
committees as and when rcguired. These
Sub=committees shall meet independent of
the council, The sub=-committses shall
have the power to make 37 "mendations
to the Council, but the final cecision
shall rest with the Council,

5. Monthly meetings shall be held
at such centros as is decided uvpon from
time to time by the council.

4,

6. Each member shall be entitled
to one vote, and a member absenting
himself from ~ mecting may appoint
anocher member as his ropresentetive at
that meceting with power
absentee member.

7. The Chairman and office bearers
shall be elected aennually. In the event
of the Chairman not bein§ ﬁresent at a
meoting the council shall have the power
to elect a Chairman from those present.

8. BEach Crew shall be required to
eappoint its representative annually.

9. Etoe. Ete.

The objects of the council shall bo to
furthor Rovering in the Division by
co-operation through the said Council.

ical activities of the Council
would be:-

1, Publicity for the movement in
general and Rovering in particular.

2. Livisional Service to the
oommunity in general and Sgouting in
particular,

3. Organization of Divisional
Functions such as Excursions and visits
to places of interest, camps, conferences
dances, etc.

4. Orgenigation of Divisional
Competitions, sueh as Hikes, Athloties,
Swimming, etec.

5. Arronging meetings to which
Experts on their subjocts could be
invited te telk.

6. Act as controlling body for
functions - to avoid Crew events clashing.

7. To control "Veld Trails" which
will then act as the mouthpiece of the
Council.

8. To Discuss Problems of Rovering,
to make resolutions from the conclusions
arrived at as the result of these dis-
cussions and then to subtmit these, if
necessary, to the Transvaal Scout Council

The powers of the Counecil will have
to be decided ugon by Transvaal Scout
Council, but I think that the Council
should be given full constitutional
powers except in the matter of policy
which sheculd be referred to Mr., Hogg as
Rover Commissioner cr H/Q.

It will be seen then that such a
committoe will fill a gap which at the

resent moment is badly in nsed of being
illed as is obvious from the following
figures of Rovering in the Transvaal:

o vote for the

YEAR ~ NO. OF ROVERS NO. OF CREWS
1954 376 34
1935 319 33
1933 268 27
1937 255 24

1538 263 23



In conclusion I would like to sa
that if such a Council is formed, and
sincerely hope it willbe, and comsists of
active Rovers, Rovering in the Transvaal
must go ahead.

Lot us look to the future. Lct us
put Rovering on a firm foundation, so that
wo shall havo no fear whon our scouts
reach Rover Age that they will say "We
don't want to join the Crew becauso they
don't seem to do enything in Roverin

t us look back ony%hisgconference gs the
urning point in Rovering and in futurc '
years when we may perhaps have dropped
out and others are carrying on, they will
be able to say that the far-sighted policy
f Rovers in 1938 put Rovering on a firm
-oundation so that thoy who followed might
have a lead. Let us not have it said
that Rovering is a failure but rather in
the words of our Chief's lot us look to
"Rovering to Success".
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ABANDONMENT OF PROPOSED
FRESH AIR CAMP FOR
POOR CHILDREN.

Veld Trails has been asked to
convey to all Johamnesburg Rover Crews
who so willingly 8romised their support
to the Freshnii amp Scheme proposed
by Parkview Crew, the news that the
scheme has been abandoncd.

here are various reasons contri-
buting to this decision.

A meeting was held at Scout Head-
quarters attended by five Rovers, two

representatives from the Rand Aid, Messrs.
K. Fleischor and L. M. Briggs. After the
matter had been thoroughly one into, it
was proposed that Dr. Hans Pirow, Divisional
Cormissloner, approach the Sunday Express
in order that they might sponsor the

scheme, and give the scheme the desired
publicity.

The Sunday Express were unable to
accept the schome, however, as they had
already under way a similar schemc of
their owm. Further, a guarantee was
required that the scheme would, if
accepted by them, be carried on each yoar.
This, as will be readil understood, was
a promise that could not be given with
certainty, snd accordingly the scheme was
dropped.

PP Another point that arisos is the
question of asking one garticular paper
to accept the scheme. The gublic might
be under the impression that the Boy Scouts
Association favoured a certain pepor more
than others.

Although the scheme has been aband-
oned there is reason to hope that some-
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thing similar, but on a smallor scale,
will bo forthcoming next yecr. Meantime
many thanks to all crews for their
interost in the mattor.

_-._.-..-.—...--..-—-..—-——n..--.__——-..-._....-q..-———_—.__——-..

Vold Trails invites comments on
the foregoing article, also on the one
appearing in the October issue.

The opinions expressed in any
article is not, unless definitely stated
tho opinions of Veld Trails.

Address_all correspondence to
The Editor, Veld Trails, 22, Cardiff
Road, Parkwood, Johannesburg.
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"Cobber, it's up to me and you
To seo that half his dreams como
true s.ivicevevrese." Dennis.

Twonty years ago the awful mistake
which plungod Europe into a turmoil of
blood and death ceased. Poople could
not beliove that peace had come to the
world once more - and when they did
realise it their joy kmoew no bounds.
Nation after nation went down on bended
knee in humble thanksgiving - and the
whole world mourned tﬁe loss of millions
of lives.

This month Armistice Day will be all
the more significant to us = especially
to the younger generation who were so
vory nearlg plunged into a more fearful
conflict than that of 1914 - 1918. There
are those who hold the opinion that
commemoration services such as this
should be abandoned and that the world
should be allowed to forget the wars
of mankind. They argue That the sight
of soldiers and military services tend
to glorify the thought of conflict

botween nations. Perhaps they are right

t that i g why th ho
Egve eirslggegegggnthegf ogggtﬁ& should

be fo&gotton.

e do not celebrate the anniversary
of war, we do not think of the battles
ond the deaths, the victories and defeats
rather do we remember the causec for
which these men suffered. We think on
the old men and the young men who died
and we think on the Koges and the hearts
that died with them. It was for menkind,
liberty and peace that they made the
sacrifice, not for their own ends, or
for the glorification of one nation over
another.

Let us, as Rovers, remember the
%1orious heritage of peaco and honour
hey have loft us, and let us commemor-
ave their passing by endoavouring to



our utmost tgngromote the feelings of
brotherhood peace that this world
desires so much.

"ONLOOKER"

WHAT WASTE .

"Maggie, Maggio!" cried an Abordonian as
he rushed home from wori.

"Ay' Whit is it?" enswored Ma%gio.
"A saved tuppence comin' hame the day.
A ran a' the way hemo aiftor a tram."
"Ye muckle fule", replied Maggic,

"eud no rin aifter o taxi an' save
five ﬁgb?"

e L S . e S o
- . = —— — -

Half the world doesn't know how the othor
half lives, but they have thoir suspicions.
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POSTAL PRATTLE,

Camborwell,
LONDON

Dear Ed.,

Many thanks for your last issue of
Veld Troils. I liked the limericks: the
rude young fellow of Florida who kissed
chambormaids in the corridu made mo smile.
Here is one that wight tickle your fancy:-
"There was a younz curate of Salisbury,
Whose manners were quite halisbury-

scalisbury,
He cycled round Hemnshirs,
Without any pempshire,
Till his Bishop wold him he must walisbury!

The clue to this is that Salisbury
(a cathedral city here) is imown by its
Latin name Sarui. Hewpshirs is abbrevia-
ted to "Hants". HNow have you gobt it?

I note you hnve difficulty in getting
Crews to outline thsir views on various
matters in o lettsr o you, and have had
poor response. 1 have krowa it too. I
was forced to realise that some fellows
find it very diffienult to pui their idoas
down in a latter. Thz spirit is willi
but the pen not feaile chovzh. I used %o
send questiormalrcs ~ 70% such a satisfac-
tory method I admit, bub 1t got rcsults.
After all one can alwavs leave a lot of
space for "Other Remarks."

.

6.

The international situation has
cleared up considerablK if one only
looks back to last week. You know,
there are times when I think we are
living in abnormal times - not
but wars and rumours of wars. When
I reflect, however, I wonder whether
humen nature has really changed, and
whether the experiences we are assing
through to-day are the same as those
oxperienced whon Napoleon was on the
warpath, or when Bismarck was pro-
pounding his "blood and iron" doctrines

Going further back we find such
troubles as the Mogol invasions,

Attila and his Huns, etc. I don't
think mankind has ever been free from
such troubles. We are apt to think of
these bycgone events as "history",

and forgeu that history is being lived
right now.

Ther: is no denying, however,
that things were very serious. Everyon
here, in this country is slightl
pessimistic though definitely no
Jittery. It is said that we have a

ositive genius for "muddling through".

ix months ago thore was no marked enth
usiasm for Air Raid Precaution schemes
etc. Poople appeared to be indifferent
Then thc war-clouds rolled along.
Hitler's aims were clearly rovesled and
when he fixed Saturday as a time limit,
99% of tho people belleved that another
World War was on the way. Chamberlain!;
dash to Germany by air surprised the
whole world end brought home %o every
one at home and abroad the seriousness
of the situation.

Plaas made the Home Office and
sont to Local Authorities, were taken
from their pigeon holes, dusted, and
put into action. Unemployed men were
given jobs digging trenches in parks
and open spaces. Not a single able=-
bodied man was unemployed if he could
dig. In St. James' park and other open
spacos, mechanical exeavators were &
work dny and night. At night, strings
of clecoric lights festooned the trecs.
Mars' carnival indeced.

Tons of sand appeared from nowhere.
Walls of sandbags protected the ground=-
lovel windows o% large blocks of
offices. I saw one man sprayi the
robots with black paint to dim them.
Anti-aircrafl guns appoared in various

laces - ono on Westminster Bridge by
he Houses of Parliament. Notices
appeored advising anple to zo and be
fithtod for gas=masks.” These had been
in process of manufacture for a year
or morc ~ at least the component” parts



wore. Millions had to be asscmbled. This
gob was done by voluntcers = cither in-

ividual helpers, or in some case firms
loaned some of their staff. Somec worc
assembled in prisons and reformatorics -
why not?

On Monday I lined up in the queue at
the nearest depot ~ a public library.
There was a huge crowd and I had to wait
three hours. It was a horrible experienco
having the mask put on, particularly as
it hag just been wiped with a powerfully-
smelling disinfectent inside.
sists of a face=picce of rubber which fits
closely round the jawbone and under the
chin., Then there 1s a metal cannister
terminatin% an inch or so from the nose,
and a single window. This is the civilian
pattern.

When I got home I simply could not
concentrate on my work. Like everyone
else I wanted to do something to helg.
Accordingly I went round to %he depot which
I had just left and there was given some
clerical work to do. We worked from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m. When I quitted the building a
notice was being pasted up that gasmasks
would actually be distributed next day.
Things were coming to a head.

The next morning I went round again.

A tremendous gueue was waiting. We were
shown how to fit the masks. one day
over 6,000 masks were distributed. The
average time taken to fit on a mask was
ebout one minute. Not many people made

a fuss. We had a few stock jokes to
crack to pult people at their ease.
jokes as these:

"Been for your mask yet?"

"Mask? Why I've got it on. You
don't think this is my face, do you?"

"Got your mask?"

"No, my wife's knitting me one,
thanks."

Several joke cartoons featuring gasmasks
have appeared. One shows a woman wearing
her gasmask at the dentist's. The dentist
is waiting to edminister gas.

I have mentioned some of these jokes
as I believe that the trend of publiec
opinion can be gauged from them.

It was a common sight to see children
taking their outfits to school (mask,

Such

blanket ete.) in readiness for the im-
pendiﬁﬁ evacuation. )
en the Fleet was mobilised on

Wednesday even the optimists thought this
was the geginning of the end. A friend
of mine who works at the Admiralty had

to take his bed to office, as work went
on day and night in shifts. Territorials
were called up for defence units, every-
where the business of re-arming went on =
end yet we didn't realise higtory was
being made.

The mask con=

7

Well, that's a very sketchy account
of how London prepared. Now that a
respite has besn gained, ineviteble
eriticism Les set in - much of it des-
erved. There are serious deficiencies
in our defence but what I don't like
about_these criticisms is that they impl:
that London has made a proper mess of
the job whilst Berlin is 100% efficient.
It is only when a country has a free
press that criticisms are made and the
public made aware of what is going on.
As you can see from your newspapers we
are now pulling up our sox and various
civilian armies are being raised for A.R.
work.

This is a very long letter and I
think I had best end it now before it
becomes too boring.

Yours in Rovering,
W. BAGLEY.
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Mr. Bagley is a London Rover and
has frequen 1% appeared in print in the
pages of the Rover World. e would, I
am sure, welcome letters from Rovers
in South Africe telling him all about

ourselves and your crews.

en friends are very fine friends to
have and I can assure anyone contemplatir
writing to him that they'll not regret
it. = EDITOR.,
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WEET RAND IN THE NEWS.

For the first time news of a Distric
Rover Crew starting on the near West
Rand is being publiished. We are proud
to say it has come into being through the
untiring efforts of R/L Wilfred Walkom,
better known as "Wuiie™. The districts
comprising this crew are: Roodepoort,
Florida, laraisburg and Bantjes.

The first mecting was held in the
Florida Den on Thursday, 8th September.
Since then four further successful
meetings have teken place with an
attendance of nine members. It is hoped
that as the weeks zo on the membership
will increaso.

As this iz a District Crew it is
unfair to conneet it with Florida or
even its troop. No suitable name has
been selocted yot, although at last
Thursday's meetving it was suggosted
that an endeavcour be made to %ink it uwp
with B.A. Hart's neme as ho heg done
so much good for Scouting in the distriet
during past years. It is hoped that
this name question will be solved at the
next meeting which is to be held in the
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Florida Den on Thursday, 13th October at
7.30 p.m.

canwhile a cordial invitation is

issued to all crews to visit this youngest

addition to Rover Scouting.
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OF INTEREST.

J.M. Reid (Crown Mines) writes to let
Trails is well thought of

us know that Veld
in Canada. He has regularly sent a copy
of the magazine to a Eover pen friend in
British Columbia. His last letter to
J.M.R. says that the paper "is just tho
berries" and best wishes for its success

are sent.
We should like to hear from this

over how Rovering is progressing in
Cenada end at the same time would ask him
to convey heart{ Christmas Greetings to
his Crew from all Transvaal Crews.
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CREW FLASHES.

PARKVIEW: Not much to talk about these
days. Most of the cads are busy swatting(?)

Anyway we do have a meeting now and again
just to show there's no il% feeling.
aven't quite got over the Jarboree -~ Oh!

Boy! was it a Jamboree or wasn't it. Ask

Ike, Dug, Van, Jack and some others.
a nice Iittle story going round as to how
Jack practised his art o sculgting on a

certain fixture in a certain flat. Sorry
to say Paul hasn't been up to the scratch
as re%ards his general health lately but
we all wish him a speedy recovery back to
ormal. Had Ken Fleiscﬂer down zo the

rew on Monday night, 3lst October. He

delivered a wonderful address on Organisa-

tion and Delimitation and spoke as omne
ired on the true spirit of Scouting.

ins
On Monday, 7Tth November, enjoyed the Cubbers

et-together evening at RoselLank Hall.

d we musn't forget the Rover Conference
which proved that things can be done if
we get together.

Our sympathy goes to Ike, Jimmy and Van
on their unfortunate motor smash. Get

better quickly, Tke, it's nearly Christmas.

How's the car going, Van?
In fact looking at the above colunn thore
has been a bit to talk about. By the way

St. Patrick!s you can heve us any time you

like - what aebout coming over to our

new den one ovening. Make thc nscessary

arrangements with ourSeribe, E. Hobbs,

5, Goring Avenue, Auckland Park. Then by
the time noxt Veld Trails is out the res%

of the Transvaal shall read about the meas

we made of you =~ and indeed it shall be a
glorious victoree.

There' s

8,

(Parkview never seem to have much to
talk about but by the time they're
finished thereis a whole column gone.
They seem to be pretty sure of them=
selves, St. Patrickls, it's lepgie
disn't it? Let!s know what reaﬁ%y
happens, will you? - Ed.

BOKSBURG:  Just beautiful Boksburg.
BENONI: Nothing to write about.
OTHER CREWS: Not interested.

ORANGE GROVE: Still going strong on

The new series of programmes which
are providing variety and holding the
interest of the crew, Recently held an
interesting debate on the subﬁect of
Czecchoslovakia and Germeny. Now busy
with preparations for our annual
Christmas party to less fortunate
children, also busy working on spec=
tacular decorations for the Grou
Carnival at Christmas. Crew assisted
with the cooking at the Scouter!s Con-
Terence at Gilwell during November and
also with the N/E Districts Guy Fawkes
Treasure Hunt. Yet another crew
memoer has taken on service to the
movement - Claude Cook as S.lM. of 1lst
Ngﬁwn%d. Three cgew%members gttended
e Vereenigin amboree, and enjoyed
themselves a%th%ugh Sid does noth ¥
approve of being a policeman 2t 4 in
the morning when it's so beastly cold
end wet and when there are absolutely
no girls to be shown round the c
or anything like that. (Sid isn't
the only one who has the senbtiments
exprossed above., Certain gther Rovers
are of the seme mind. Id.)

ST. PATRICK!IS: The crew have given
their wholevhearted 1005 support to

the proposed scheme of organising a
camp for less fortunate children of our
city., Still waiting for further de-
tails so can't say much .moirse at present.
Boquets to Parkview for the splendid
idea. Say BEd! we're still waiting for
an answer tTo our challenge to Parkview.
After the success of our annual Grou
Concert the crew are now hard at wor
on the Xmas Treec to be given to the
Poorer children of Lo Rochelle. By
the way -~ we_are ropeating aforementimed
concert in eid of Southern Suburbs
secout Hall Fund., Will leot you know
1ore later. We intend tc be at the
1940 Sarsi in full force and have
anccordingly sbtarted a fund. You watch
ust The crew wish to extend to Veld
Trails and to all Rovers, Scouters
Brass Hats = in fact everybody =~ their
best wishes for a Merry Imas and

Good Camping for the New Year.

(Thanks St. Patrick!s for your news.
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fou have been one of the most regular
oorresgondents to Veld Trails in this
respect and we asppreciate it. Read
Parkview's blurb re the challenge and
then get going. Many thanks for your
good wishes and the same to the whole
crew of you. Ed.)

BRAKPAN (ONOWAY CREW): After hearing
about our sifig at the conference have
come to the conclusion we'd better pull
our sox up =~ so here you are. Re the
challenges shouted out by some other
orews we're ready, aye ready, to take
'em on at any game they like, also a few
of our own, How about it boys? Let's
arrange dates end places - get in touch
with us. Still busy on our den and hope
"0 have it finished soon. Held a dance
'other night (fireworks and all), all
egreed it was hot stulff and wented to

r know when the next one was to be held.
» In ending here's our vote of thanks to

4
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Veld Trails for the successful weekend
and for enabling Rovers to get to know
one another,

BIla

Brakpen's Address: A. Payne, 31
esnire Koad, Brenthurst, Bral
I'm glad 4o hear you've repented of your
sins and are ncw making good. Yes, fire-
works are 'Hot stuff! - didn't you know?
Your remarks on the conference are very

much apprecisted. = Ed.
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THIRD WORLD ROVER MOOT - SCOTLAND 1939

I am o inform yecu that the 3rd

World Rover Moct will be held in the Park
of Monzie Cestle, Criclf, Scotland, from
July 15th tc the 25th 1939, followed b¥
visgt for threc days { July 26th to 29 h?
> Edinburgh, The total cost of the camp,

teursions, and the vigit to Edinbur%h, is
expected to be £4 per Rover Scout. This
will include %ransport to and from the cam

9.

After the Moot, therefore, Rovers will
be free to make their own arrangements,
either to visit friends, or to carry out
tours, prior to returning to South Afrioa.

In addition to the camp fee of £4 and
the cost of staying in England before and
after the Moot, the Union Castle Company
have quoted the following faros:=

Sailing on the Arundel Castle

Trom efly 101G il Groct Sritain. K prelimi-
ary programme with full Information and

?o s of "applicavion will he sent to you
later.

Rover Geoubs from South Africa de-
siring to participate must communicate with
their own Divisional Headquarters for their
names to be rscorded. LAs in the past no
organised tonr arrangements will be mede

for the South African :egresentation, mainly

bocause of the small number of Rover Scouts
who have in the past been able to attend
Internaticnal Rover Moots, with the result
that a comprchensive tour is out of the
uestion frem a finaneial Eoint of view.
Ehe last Rover Moot was only attended by
six Rover Scouts from South” Africa.

Leave Tapc Town 2ord June 1939 =
arrive Southampton 7th July 1939

Warwick Castle
LGave south on %ust 1939 -
arrive Cape Town 24th August 1939

TOURIST RETURN FROM CAPE TOWN - £43. 4. 0
nett.

Returning on the

If the party returns on the Cape
Town Castle. sailing from Southampton on
August 18th, arriving Cape Town Sept. lst,
the fare will be £47.10. 5.

The Carnarvon Castle sails from
Southampton on Anﬁust 24th, arriving Cape
Town Sept. 8th, the fare will be as quoted
for return on the Warwick Castle.

It is suggested that the party should
sail from South Africa on the Arundel and
return on the Warwick. Would you be kind
enough to circulate this information
amongst your Rover Scouts in order that
they may meke preliminary arrangements in
regard to obtaining leave.

K.N. FLEISCHER
DIVISIONAL SECRETARY TRANSVAAL

SPECIAL NOTE

Will all crews who have not yet clected
their representative to the Transvaal
Rover Exccutive Committee, please do so
as soon ag possible and send nemes and
addresses to ¢/o The Editor,

Veld Trails,

22 Cardiff Road,
Parkwood,
JOHANNESBURG.




